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Eagles Sincetransferthe 3 youngcondors-- W19, W22, andW33
Education ("W"= white tag) havebeenacclimatingto their new

Habitat surroundingandnewwild condorfriendsquitewell. We

allowedcondorOr8 into theflight penof thereleasdacility

Bia Sur Center for aweekto providementoringto theseyoungbirds. All of
219 LNk thewild condorshaveshowna keeninterestin the newcomers,
Join VWS nibbling beakswith themthroughthe flight penfenceon many
Donate 10 VWS § gccasionsWe planto allow asmanyof thewild condorsas
possibleinto the flight penfor brief mentoringperiodsprior to
thewhite tagreleasan late March. This will allow thewhite
tagsthe opportunityto developvaluablesocialbondswith the
wild flock prior to release.

Ornithology Lab

In late Januarywe will betransporting3 additionalcondors--
W31, W30, andan adultmentorcondor,Honewuit,from the
Los AngelesZoo to join W19, W22,andW33in Big Sur.
Honewuitis aneight-year-oldnalewho mentoredn 1998for
theyellow tagsprior to their releaseHe wasa great
teacher/mentoior the yellow tags,andwe areexcitedabout



his returnto mentorthe white tags.

Theweathernn Big Surwasvery summer-likefor December,
providing thewild flock of 14 condorswith excellentflying
conditions.The Decembemovementangefor the Big Sur
flock extendedapproximatelyl5 milesnortheasbf therelease
sitealongthe coastalmountainsThe blue (B61, B64, B67,
B70,B71) andyellow (Y68, Y90, Y92, Y94) taggedcondors
would travelthelengthof this rangeasmanyas4 timesin a
singleday, a distanceof 60 miles. The youngerandmore
conservativeorangetags(Or99,0r4, Or8, Or9, Orl2) traveled
thelengthof this rangeon afew occasionsandonly if the
weathemwasexceptionallygood.

Thebestcondorviewing opportunitiescontinueto bein
Pfeiffer Big Sur StateParkon Valley View andBuzzards
Roosttrails. Keepa closewatchon the surroundingidgelines
andredwoodtreetops.

Until nexttime...

--JoeBurnett,Field Supervisor
Notes from the Field, November 2000:

TheVentanaWildlife Societyconductedour aerialtracking
flights overcentralandsouthernCaliforniaduringthe month
of November.Thefirst trackingflight on November8 located
B61in the SespeCondorSanctuarynearHopperMountain
with four condorsfrom southernCalifornia. The SespeCondor
Sanctuary(88,000acres)wasestablishedn 1947by the U.S.
Forestserviceto protectcritical nestinghabitatfor the condor.
The Sespeaevasoneof thelastnestingareastrongholddor the
wild populationprior to 1987.Althoughtoo youngto breed,
B61'svisit to this historic nestingareais very noteworthy.

Othersignificanttrackinginformationwasrevealedoy the first
flight. Y92 wasfoundat CuestaPassnearSanLuis Obispoand
Y94 waslocatedjust northnearSanSimeonStatePark. After
receivingthis information,VentanaWildlife Societybiologists
JessicateffenandRossConovelvisitedthesdocations.They
observedy'94 soaringwith turkeyvulturesnearSanSimeon
StatePark,but wereunableto getavisualon Y92 dueto
limited accesdo privatelands.Cattleareplentiful overmuch
of this area.Both condorspossiblyscavengedood but no
feedingswereconfirmed.



Theremainingflights for Novemberconfirmedthe locationsof
the Big Surflock, exceptY92, in thevicinity of therelease
site. Y92 returnedto the releasesite on November27 after
spendinghreeweeksin SanLuis Obispoandsouthern
California.

Theyoungorange-taggedondorsspentthe monthcloseto
home,neverflying morethan15 milesfrom thereleasesite.
Multiple interactionsnvereobservedetweerthe orange-tags
andamalegoldeneaglearoundcarcasses heyoung
orange-tagstronglydefendedhe carcasseffom the quick and
stealthyattacksof the goldeneagle.Outnumberedby condors,
thegoldeneagledidn't standmuchof a chance.

The bestcondorwatchingspotsfor Decembemill be Pfieffer
Big Sur StatePark'sValley View Trail andJulia Pfieffer Burns
StatePark'sEwoldsenTrail.

Until nextmonth...

--JoeBurnett,Field Supervisor
Notes from the Field, October 2000:

TheVentanaWildlife Societyconductedhreeaerialradio
trackingflights for the entire California populationof 25
condors(Big Sur-14,So Cal -11) this month.The aerial
trackingsurveyareastartsnorth of Big Sur, CA in Watsonville
andgoesdownthe SantalLucia MountainRangethroughSan
Luis Obispoandinto the SanRafaelWildernessareaoverthe
SisqoucCondorSanctuaryThe surveyairplane,a Cessndl82,
thengoeseasttowardLake Isabellaoverthe Westsideof the
Tehachaprangeandheadsbacknorthup the CarrizoPlain
throughthe Salinasvalley andbackto Watsonville.

Thefirst surveyflight on Octoberl3located23 of 25 condors.
Two Big SurcondorsB61 andB70, werelocatedvery closeto
the southernCaliforniareleasesite. Black-taggedccondor56,
from the southermpopulation,waslocatedat the Big Sur
releasesite. This wasconfirmedby VentanaWildlife Society
biologistswho observed56 feedingwith the Big Surcondors
nearthereleasesite just daysbeforethefirst flight.

Thesecondlight on October20 located24 of 25 condors.
Again, Big Surcondorswerelocatedat the southernCalifornia



releasesite. Thistime it wascondorsB61,B67,B70,B71,and
Y92 andall locationswereconfirmedby USFWShbiologistson
the ground.Y90'sradiosignalwasheardon Octoberl9 near
the southernCaliforniasite, but no visual contactwasmadeby
USFWSbiologistslocatedthere.On October20, the survey
airplanelocatedY90 roughly halfway betweerthetwo release
sitesnearSanLuis Obispo.

A third flight wastakenon October24 andfor thefirst time all
25 condorswerelocated.Four southernCaliforniabirdswere
locatedjust north of SanSimeonnearHearstCastle,andB56
waslocatedonceagainatthe Big Surreleasesite. Only oneBig
Surcondor,B70, waslocatedat the southernCaliforniarelease
site.

Theaerialtrackingis of greatbenefitto thefield crews
trackingon the ground.Dueto thedrasticandrugged
topographyof the condor'srange,ground-trackingcrewshave
limited accesgo manyportionsof the condor'sflight path.
Trackingfrom anairplaneeliminatesthe topographical
obstaclesandputsthetrackeronthe"wing" with the condors.
This providesthe groundcrewwith morevaluablelocational
dataandfurtherintensifiesthe trackingeffort. With this aerial
trackingcomponentfield crewscanfind missingcondors
muchfaster,especiallyymportantif thatcondoris injuredor
sick.

In othercondornews,the youngorange-taggedondorshave
keptmovementwery closeto thereleasesite (< 15 miles).
They continueto battleit out with the older condorsfor
feedingrightsaroundthe carcassbut havemanagedo hold
theirown. As in the past,we haveobserved decreasen
movemenin Octoberasthe daysgrow shorterandthereis less
time for the condorsto fly. TheBig Surcondorsexpanded
their movementghis summerfurtherthaneverbefore,with the
oldest(blue-tags)ondordeadingthe forays.We will most
likely seeareturnto the morelocalizedmovementsn and
aroundBig Suraswe creepinto the winter months.The
condorsarebeginningto utilize the Pfeiffer StatePark
redwooddor roostingagain.We havenoticeda seasonatrend
with this roostlocation,a definite fall/winter hotspotfor
condorviewing. Until nextmonth...

--JoeBurnett,Field Supervisor



Notes from the Field, September 2000:

A notefrom JoeBurnett,Field Supervisor:

The"notesfrom thefield" arereportedmonthly by myselfand
theseasonalield staff. MasonAdamsis the currentfield
assistanandJessicaéteffenandKatie Hughesarethe current
field interns.As a crewwe noteall observationshatoccurred
for the precedingnonthandsummarizeheminto aweb
update.This canbe a dauntingtaskat timesgiventhe amount
of activity a singlecondorcando in onemonth'stime. We
havereceivedenthusiastideedbackirom our Internetreaders
andwe look forwardto bringingyou moreupdatesn the
monthsto come.

And now for this month'supdate...

In early Septembewe successfullycapturedhe remainderof
the Big Surcondorsfor routineblood/leadtestingandradio
transmitterreplacementBlood/leadresults,via the portable
blood/leadanalyzerthankyou USFWSfor the loaner),for the
Big Surcondorswerebelownormalfor the mostpart. Condor
B64 hada slightly elevatedblood/leadevel of 59.5ug/dl, but
still belowthe hazardougevels>65.0ug/dl. All otherbirds
wererecordedo haveblood/leadevelslowerthanB64'svalue.
The portableblood/leadanalyzerallows our field crewto get
resultsin five minuteswhile lab resultstake 3-5 days.The
portableanalyzermnit will betestedfor its accuracyby
comparinganalyzermesultswith lab results.If accuratethe
portableanalyzerwill becomea field standardn detectinghigh
blood/leadevelsearlierin wild condors.

All fourteencondorswerere-releaseadnto thewild shortly
aftertheir capturebasedon low levelsdetectedy the portable
analyzerWe felt therisk to B64 waslow consideringhe had
beenin theflight penfeedingon non-leadfood 3 daysprior to
his blood/leadtest.

Movementsof greaterthan150 mileswererestrictedto the
bluetags,Y68, Y92, andY94. Theseeightdid not makethe
journeyto southernCaliforniaasa group;theywereeither
aloneor in smallgroups.Y90 andthe orangetagsremained
closeto Big Surfor mostof the month.Or99 madehis furthest
journeynorth of thereleasesite to date.He flew approximately
25 milesnorthto Bixby Creekin the companyof 20 turkey



vultures.We sawa similar associatiorwith turkeyvulturesin
condorY94. To our knowledge,Y94 hasdiscoverednorewild
carcassethananyotherBig Surcondor.

Your bestcondorviewing opportunitieswill be at Julia Pfeiffer
Burns StatePark (EwoldsenTrail) andPfeiffer Big Sur State
Park(Buzzard'sRoostTrail). Until nextmonth...

Notes from the Field, August 2000:

Temperaturesoarednto thetriple digits this month.Condors
Y92, B61,B64,B67,B70,andB71 spenta majority of the
daylighthourson the wing, soaringalongtheridgetops
betweerBig Surandthe SierraMadresin southernCalifornia.
Therestof the Big Surgroupconcentrate@ctivitieson a short
stretchof beachalongthe coastthe samebeachwherethey
discovereda sealion carcassastmonth.

In responséo the fatal leadpoisoningsof threeArizona
condorsin June2000,we decidedto recaptureghe Big Sur
condorsfor blood/leadtesting.On August15, Y90 andthe
orangetagswerecapturedandtransferredo our rearingand
releasdacility. Blood sampledor thesesix condorstestedvery
low andat non-threatenindevelsfor lead.We will hold Y90
andthe orangetagsin thefacility until we capturethe restof
the Big Surgroup.

As of August31, we recapturedr92, Y94, andY68, but still
no bluetags.Note: B71 wascapturedat the beginningof
Augustby USFWSbiologistsduring their routinetrap-upfor
blood/leadtesting;shealsotestedow for lead.

We discoveredyith the helpof alocal Big Surresidenta
commerciallyavailablemotion-activatedvatersprinkler.The
sprinkler,calleda"scarecrowsprinkler",is designedo keep
deer/dogs/catsr any otheranimalout of gardensand
flowerbeds Uponapproactthe motionsensomctivatesa
sprinklerthatturnson for five secondsusingvery little water,
andthenturnsoff. Thewatershootsout 25-30feetovera 120
degreearea.We recentlytestedthe scarecrowon the rooftop of
aresidencehe condorshavebeenobservedandingon. After
installationof the scarecrowon the roof, landingsby the
condorsrapidly diminished,andasof August31thelocal



homeownereportedobservingno roof landings.You can
checkoutthe scarecrowsprinklerat www.scatmat.com

The bestcondorwatchinglocationsare Pfieffer Big Sur State
Park("Buzzard'sroosttrail") andJulia Pfieffer BurnsState
Park ("Ewoldsentrail").

Notes from the Field, July 2000:

Thebig newsthis monthis thatthe
orange-taggedondorsfounda sealion
carcas®n a beachsouthof Big Sur.The
carcassvaslocatedjust northof aravinethat
the orange-tagbavebeenusingasa source
of freshwaterfor the pastfew months.

We arenot sureexactlywhenthelargesea
mammalwashedup, but Molly Church
observedll theorange-tagperchedon rocks
overlookingit onthe9th. A coyotewasseen
on the carcasshatfirst day, butit never
camebackafterthat. It took a few daysfor the condorsto
finally comedown off thecliffs. After that,therewasanother
delayof a coupledayswhile the birds playedon the beach.
Like youngchildrenseeingthe oceanfor thefirst time, the
orange-taggpinedby Y68 and Y90 now, seemedo delightin
picking at kelp, walking nearthe waves flushing Turkey
Vulturesanddrinking from a springthey discovered.

After severaldaysof play, thecondors
finally gotdownto businessaindstarted
eatingthe sealion carcass Thefeedingwas
tentativethroughouthe following days.This
sealion carcasshighin fat contentwasthe
first seamammalfound by the orangetags,Y68 andY90. Y94,
who hasfed on seamammaldefore,alsofed on this carcass.

Therehasalwaysbeenconcernregardingthe occurrenceof
leadin wild carcassedfkecentpoisoningdn the Arizonacondor
populationhavefurtherescalatedhis concern.Thus,atissue
samplewastakenfrom the sealion carcasdy JoeBurnett&
Jessicébteffanandanalyzedoy Dr. Mike Murray, our project
veterinarianNo leador othertoxic substancewerefound.



Thelocationof the sealion hasputthe condorsin relatively
closeproximity to coastaHighway 1. As aresult,we havehad
several instances where passing motorists have seen and
approachedhe birds, at timesgettingwithin 50 feetbefore
field staff couldintervene Oneof the majorobstaclesn the
recoveryprogramis preventingthereintroduceccondorsfrom
gettingacclimatedo the presencer approactof humansif
you do happerto spotthe birds, pleasedo not approactthem.
The bestway to observethe condors bothfor theirandyour
safety,is from 100feetor moreandfor shortperiodsof time.

The blue-tagshavecontinuedto fly backandforth betweerBig
SurandsouthwesKern County.USFWShbiologistsobserved
B70andB71 feedingwith 16 condorsfrom southern
populationin SantaBarbaraCounty.CondorB71 spentthe
latter half of the monthin Big Sur,a big changefrom May and
June whereshespentmostof hertime in southernCalifornia.

As of July 31, afire is burning15 miles southof the Big Sur
condorreleasssitein the southern_os PadredNational Forest
nearFort HunterLiggett. Thefire is 80% containedand
movingin a southeasterlgirectionawayfrom thereleasesite.
The expecteccontrol datefor thefire is August8, 2000.We
don'texpectthis to be asthreateningasthe Sept/Octobel99
fire in which we hadto evacuate3 condorsfrom therelease
site. Seethe Sept/Octobel99 CondorField Notesfor detailsof
thatevacuation.

Notes from the Field, June 2000:

The condorsaretaking advantagef the long, hot daysof
summerto explorecentralandsouthernCalifornia. Summer
conditionsincreasahermalactivity andprovidethe "fuel” for
condorflight. Columnsof rising hot air, calledthermalsactas
invisible elevatordor the birds. The condorsspenta majority
of the daylighthoursthis monthsoaringfrom thermalto
thermal.

Theolder,moreexperienceadondorsarestill travelingthe
furthestdistancesindfor longerperiodsthanthe youngerones.
CondorB71 flew to southernCalifornianearBitter Creek
NationalWildlife Refuge,approximatelyl50 miles,on June5
andsheremainedn thatareauntil June24.B71 wasobserved



feedingwith 13 of the southernCaliforniacondorson two
carcassefom Junel4-19.B71'sabsencdrom the central
Californiaregionwasthe longestyet recordedor any of the
Big Surcondors.

OnJunelOand11,while B71 wasdownsouth,nine southern
Californiacondorsflew northeasof Big Surto ChewsRidge
nearTassajaradot Springs.Noneof the Big Surcondorswent
to join themandthe southernCaliforniacondorsreturned
south,missingthe Big Surreleasesite on their way back.
Almost all the mixing betweerthe Big Surgroupof 14
condorsandthe southernCaliforniagroupof 18 condorshas
occurredin the south,with exceptionof condorY30'svisit to
the Big Sursite almosta yearago.We anticipatethe arrival of
southernCaliforniacondorsin Big Sursoonerthanlater.

The orange-taggedondorscontinueto expandtheir rangein
the Big Surregion.We observedhe orange-tagsoarasfar
northasMt. Manuel.Movementdo the southhavebeen
minimal, lessthan2 milesfrom thereleasesite. CondorsOr99
andOrl2wereobservedsoaringwith turkeyvultureson
separat@ccasionsTheturkeyvulturescould potentiallylead
thesetwo condorsto a naturalfood source.

Recently the numberof incidentsof Californiacondors
landingon rooftopsof privatehomesin Big Surhas
dramaticallyincreasedlmostimmediatelyaftertheir
long-distancdoraysfrom southernCalifornia. The causeof
this changean overallbehavioris unknown.Regardlesshuman
contactis potentiallydangeroudgor the condorsandshouldbe
avoidedto keepthis endangeredpecieswild. In addition,
condorshavebeenknownto do considerablelamageo
manmadestructureslf you observecondorsperchedon a
manmadestructure pleasecontactthe VentanaWildlife Society
assoonaspossible We recommendprayingthe birdsgently
with waterfrom a gardenhoseto removethemfrom
inappropriateareasandrequesthattherebe no feedingof the
condors.

Pleasecontactusto reportcondorsightings.Pleasancludethe
tagnumbersandcolors,location,date,time andbehavior.
VentanaWildlife Societythanksyou for your support.

Contacts: Kelly Sorensonkellysorenson@ventanaws.org
JoeBurnett,joeburnett@ventanaws.org




Notes from the Field, May 2000:

TheBig Surcondorsreachedwo milestoneghis month.The
blue-andyellow-taggedcondorstraveledfurtherthanever
beforeandorange-taggedondorsOr99 andOr4 found a wild
carcas®arlierthanany condorpreviouslyreleasedn Big Sur.

OnMay 12,2000VWS condorbiologistMarylise Lefevre
discoveredOr99andOr4 feedingon a small, stillborn deerin
the upperportion of Slide CanyonnearJulia Pfeiffer Burns
StatePark.Theylocatedthe carcassapproximately600feet
upslopefrom the Slide Canyoncreeksite the orangetags
frequentlyvisit to drink andbathe.Or99 andOr4 consumedhe
deercarcasshe sameday,leavingonly the hide andskeletal
remains.The otherorange-tag$Or8, Or9 andOrl12) did not
discoverthis carcassbut continueto feedon supplemental
carcasses at the release site and visit the slide canyon creel
to drink andbathe.CondorB70 followed the young
orange-tag$o Slide Canyonandstayedwith thembriefly
beforeflying northto the Big SurValley. This wasthefirst
time any of the older condorshadfollowed the orange-tags$o
this site.

In earlyMay B61, B64,andB71 flew 150 milesto southern
CalifornianearFrazierMountain. This wasB64'sfirst trip this
far southandthe secondor B61 andB71. Laterin May B67,
Y68, Y92, andY94 madethe journeyto the FrazierMountain
areaandwerelaterjoinedby B61,B64,B70andB71. Six Big
Surcondors(B64,B67,B71,Y68, Y92, andY94) were
observedy USFWScondorbiologistsfeedingon a stillborn
calf carcassat Bitter CreekNationalWildlife Refugewith a
groupof the southernCaliforniacondors.Y90 andthe
orange-tagsrethe only Big Surcondorsthathaven'tflown to
southernCalifornia.

On areturnflight to Big Surfrom southernCalifornia,condor
B70wasobservedirriefly on HearstRanchby Hearstfamily
andfriendsnearBurnettPeak.Condorsarenaturallycurious
animals.This curiosityis in parthow they might discovera
carcasskor examplewe observedcondorsB64 andB71
investigatea groupof turkeyvulturesgatherechta sea
mammalcarcas@longtheshorelineB64 andB71 were
rewardedwith a mealafter curiouslytakinga closerlook.



Without parentdor guidancegheseyoungcondorsareleft with
the taskof figuring out whatforms of curiosity areappropriate
wheninvestigatingdifferenttypesof groundactivities.B70's
curiousinvestigationof a smallgroupof peoplelocatedalonga
ridgetop on Memorial Day weekends a goodexampleof the
crossovethatoccursbetweerncondorsandhumansn the
naturalworld. B70 wasinvestigatinga groupof folks gathered
ata campsiteon avery isolatedridgetop thatis rarely occupied
by people.In this rareinstancehis curiosity wentwithout
rewardandheleft the areaafter only a few minutesof
investigation.Thefolks gatheredat this campsiteresponded
appropriatelyto B70, they did not attemptto feedor approach
theyoungcondorandlet him be on hisway. Theyalso
contactedusat our field office immediatelyaftertheincident
occurred.

Pleasecontactusat (831) 624-1202if you observecondorsin
thewild. Recordthe wing tag color andnumberof the condor
anddetailsof theincident(time, location,behaviorof condor).
We will respondo all sightingreportsASAP.

CondorWatchingHot Spots:Pfeiffer Big Sur StatePark,Julia
Pfeiffer Burns StatePark.

Notes from the Field, April 2000:

CondorsB61 andB71, lastseenin Big Suron April Fool'sDay
(April 1, 2000),werelocatedby USFWSbiologistsin southern
CalifornianearFrazierMountainon April 5, 2000.B61 and
B71 wereobservedlying andperchingwith asmanyas10
USFWScondorsat atime. This 150+ mile flight (one-way!!)
marksthe longestjourneyto dateby the Big Surcondors B61
andB71returnedto Big Suron April 8 to rejoin the other
blue,yellow, andorangetaggedbirds.

On April 27 VentanaWildlife Societybiologiststransferred
Or200to the USFWSreleasesite in southernCalifornia. Or200
wasrecapturedn Big Surshortly afterreleasan early March
dueto behavioralproblems.Shewaspairedup with USFWS
condorB1 to allow hermoresocializationtime andbothwill
bere-releasedh early May from the southernCaliforniasite.
Shefed with condorB1 almostimmediatelyafterbeingplaced
in thereleasgpenandonly a coupleof dayslaterwasobserved
nuzzlingheadswith hernewpenmate.



Our newly releasedrange-tag$Or4, Or8, Or9, Orl2,and
Or99) continueto explorethelocal Big SurlandscapeOn
April 5 VWS condorbiologistMasonAdamstrackedthe
orange-tag$o anisolatedcoastalkcanyonanddiscoveredhe
youngcondorsdrinking andbathingin a smallstream.This
wasthefirst time we haveobservedig Surcondorsata
naturalwatersource (Note: The USFWShavealsoobserved
the southernCalifornia populationof condorsat naturalwater
sourceson severaloccasions.Yheyoungorange-tagarenow
makingroutinetrips downto this wateringhole. We haveyet
to seeany of the olderblue or yellow taggedcondorsfollow
themto this spot.

CondorAC-8, re-releasedastmonthin southernCalifornia,
hasbeenslowly reestablishindnerold ways.Her movements
arebeingmonitoredvia a satellitetransmitterattachedo her
wing. Thesatellitelocationdatahasrevealedhatshehas
revisitedpartsof heroriginal foragingrange. USFWS
biologistshavenot observedhe youngercondorsfollow herto
theselocations but anticipateit will happerwithin the next
coupleof months.AC-8 canbeidentifiedin thefield by a blue
tagwith a white numberl2.

Thebestbetfor observingcondorsin Big Suris at Pfeiffer Big
Sur StatePark.GoodLuck anddon'tforgetyour binoculars!!

Notes from the Field, March 2000:

On March4, six condorsawaitedtheir releasdrom the David
P.UsherRearingandReleasd-acility underathick blanketof
coastafog. At approximatelyl2 PM Marylise Lefevre, VWS
CondorRearingSpecialistpulledtheropeto openthe outside
doorof theflight pen.CondorOrl12wasthe closesto the door
andshebeganto peerinto this newopening.Shewasthen
spookedoff herpositionby Or4, leavingOr0 the nextclosest
condorto thedoor.Or0 slowly approachedhe openingand
stoodat the brink of herfirst free-flight. OrO took onelastgaze
backinto theflight penatthe othersandthenspreadherwings
andleapedinto the air. Her first flight carriedher southaround
the front of the flight penwheresheendedup landingon the
releaseslope.Oneby one,the othersapproachedhe doorway
andflew out. OrO wasfollowed by Or12,0r4, 0r99,andOr8.
CondorOr9 did not to leaveuntil the following morning.



CondorOr99returnedto theflight penin the morningandOr9
followed him out.

The entiremonthof March providedthe condorswith excellent
flying conditions.Theyoungorange-taggedondorstook
advantagef the greatweatherto honetheir amateurflight
skills. In mid-March,only threeweeksafter his releasecondor
Or4 flew downto the Big SurValley following the leadof the
olderblue-andyellow-taggedbirds. Or4 madean evenbigger
stepby feedingwith the oldercondorsat a carcassite onthe
upperslopesof the valley the following day. Or4 hadto wait
until all the othercondorsfilled up their cropsbeforehe could
beginfeeding.We haveobserved regimentechierarchy
developamongsthe condorsovertheyears.Theolder,
strongerblue-taggedondorsfeedfirst followed by the
yellow-tags(with exceptionto Y68 who is the sameageasthe
blue-tagswho arethenfollowed by the evenyounger
orange-taggedondors.Individual dominancestill varieswithin
eachagegroup.

CondorsOr8, 0r9, Or99,andOrl12 haveall madeflights out
the canyon,but not asfar asOr4'sforay. OrO wascaptured
shortly afterreleasedueto a behavioralproblemandis
currentlybeingheldandmonitoredinsidethe rearingand
releasdacility. Flightsfor the blue andyellow tagswere
primarily from thereleasesite to areasasfar northasPico
BlancoSummit.We do anticipatelargermovementgrom these
condorsasthe springweathersetsin. We still recommend
Pfieffer Big Sur StateParkasthe bestplaceto observehe
condorson a daily basis.(Watchtheridgeline eastof the
park.)

Notes from the Field, February 2000:

Stormafter stormrolled into the centralcoastduring the month
of February drenchingthe blue andyellow-taggedcondorsat
their redwoodroostsites.We measure@®2.3inchesof rain at
the releasesite overthe courseof the month,includingover?7
inchesof rainin oneday. This substantialncreasan moisture
restrictedcondormovementgo a smallareathatstretchedrom
thereleasesite alongthe CoastRidgenorthto the Big Sur
Valley nearPfeiffer Big Sur StatePark.

The orange-taggedondorsreceivedtheir wing transmitters



earlyin the month. Thesetransmitterswill allow thefield crew
to trackandmonitorthe birds' progressafterreleasejust as
they do with the blue andyellow-taggedcondors.n addition,
we alsoextractedblood from eachcondorto checkfor any
potentialhealthproblems.The processof taggingandapplying
thetransmittersalsoservesas"humanaversion“trainingfor the
youngcondors.The negativeexperiencewill reinforcetheir
fearof humanswhich isn'talwaysintrinsic to themat first.

CondorY90 wasreleasedrom theflight penatthe sametime
we trappedup the orange-taggedondorsfor transmittersY90
receivedsomebrief humanaversiontraining beforehewas
releasedIn the daysfollowing his release)Y90 reunitedwith
hiswild counterpartandspentthe remainderof the month
feedingandroostingwith them.

After Y90'sdepartureasmentor,the socialstructureamongthe
orange-tagshangedjuite a bit. Or99 steppediup to replace
Y90 asthe dominantcondor,mimicking the older birds'
behavioralongthe way. Or99 could maintainthatrole for only
solong beforerevertingto his playful andchick-like behavior
with the others.

CondorViewing Hotspot(roostsite): Pfeiffer Big Sur State
Park(Valley View Trail)

Notes from the Field, January 2000:

Januanyfinally broughtwinterto Big Surand,with it, three
stormswhich keptthe condorsroost-boundor dayson end.
Whenthe weatherclearedup mostof the movementy the
condorswasbetweerthereleasesite andPfeiffer Big Sur State
Park.Theblue-andyellow-taggedbirds continueto locateand
feedon supplementatarcasseplacedin theareaaround
Pfeiffer StateParkandhavespentmultiple nightsroosting
there.

The condorsseemedessinterestedn feedingthis monththan
they havebeenat othertimesof the year.Someof the birds
voluntarily wentlong stretchesvithout eatingat all. Condor
B70waited13 daysbeforefinally feedingagain.A pair of
GoldenEaglescontinueto visit feedingareameartherelease
site. The orange-taggedondorsattentivelywatchthe aerial
acrobatsandgroundcombatbetweerthe eaglesandthe blue-



andyellow taggedcondorsfrom the safeconfinesof the flight
penof therearingandreleasdacility. This kind of visual
mentoringby wild condorswill bevery beneficialto the
young,inexperiencesrange-taggaftertheir releasanto the
wild.

We alsoobservedh bobcatfeedingon a carcasseartherelease
sitethis month.The bobcatwould visit the carcassnultiple
timesthroughouthe day. Sometimeghe bobcatwould not
feed,butinsteadjust sit by the carcassasif guardingit from
the condorswho flew low overthe bobcat'sheadat times.On
oneoccasionve observedhe bobcatpulling grassoverthe
carcasgo coverit up. Bobcatsareknownto cachetheir food,
but this cachedidn't standmuchof a chanceThe catwasout
of the bagandthe condorswerewell awareof theits presence
underneathhe grass Although awareof the hiddencarcassthe
condorsremainedcautiousandwould not approachf the
bobcatwasin thearea.A combinationof the bobcat,golden
eaglesandwinter weatherthavemadefeedingmuchmore
challengingfor the birds this month.None-the-lessthe wild
condorscontinueto hurdlenature'sobstaclesgainingvaluable
experienceandgrowing strongeimwith eachnewday.

Theorange-taggedondorscontinueto broadertheir
socializationwith oneanotherWe havenot observedhe
orange-tag$eedasa groupyet, butwe haveseenthematleast
feedwith oneor two otherbirds. CondorOr0, the smallestof
thegroupat 16 Ibs., hasbeenobservedeedingwith current
mentorY90 on manyoccasionsbut rarelywith the others.
CondorOr0 hasshowna keeninterestin otherwild mentorsas
well. Shewasobservedibbling beaksthroughtheflight pen
fencewith condorsB61, Y92, andY94. Althoughthe
orange-tagfavesomeminor socialkinks thatstill needto be
workedout, we anticipatethattheywill befeedingasa group
by the scheduledeleasdime on February26, 2000.

Condorviewing spots:Valley View Trail in Pfeiffer Big Sur
StatePark,andHighway 1 (pull-outsjust southof Grimes
Point).
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