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‘ BSOL Update, December2001:

Therainy seasorcontinuesherein Big Sur,Big Time. If you
arelocal andkeepup with the newsandweather(or justlook
outthewindow), you know thatthe Californiacentralcoast
Is well abovenormalfor seasorandyear-to-date
precipitation.The Big SurRiveris up anddownwith each
rain (mostly up); you cancounton onefinger the numberof
daysin Decembemhentheriver wasdownenoughto be
"bootable"(i.e., we could crossin our rubberbootsrather
thanusethe cablechairto reachthe nets).You canalmost
counton onehandthe numberof daysin Decembefve were
ableto openthe netsandbandbirdsatall! We continueto
try to do banding2 dayseachweek,working aroundthe
weather sowe cannotposta daily bandingscheduléhere
(sorry).However visitors alwaysarewelcome;pleasephone
SarahHamiltonat 831-624-1202r contactus by e-mail at
SarahStock@VentanaWs.org

Neverthelesshis monthwe capturedatotal of 164 birds of
22 speciesThehighlight of the monthwastherelative
abundancef Varied ThrushesWe capturedive of these
delightful creaturesluring Decembercomparedvith atotal
of only 5 Varied Thrushesapturedat BSOL in the entire
previous9 years.The mostabundanspeciesn December
againwereRuby-crowneKingletsandMyrtle's Warblers,of
which we captured33 and 30 birds, respectivelyHermit
Thrushegontinueto be abundantvinter residentg23 birds
captured)PurpleFinchesbeganto showup againin the
studyarea(4 birdsbanded).

Sowhat,you may ask,aretheydoing
downatthatbird lab on all of thoserainy
days(seephoto)?In oneword, the
answeris "data."We arevalidatingour
current-yeadatain preparatiorfor




' ' routineannualuploading“to the MAPS
(Monitoring Avian Productivity Survivorship)Program.
MAPS is a North Americancontinentalavianmonitoring
schemewnherebyadultpopulationandproductivity are
measuredisingdataprovidedby nearly400 constant-effort
mist nettingandbandingstations,of which BSOL is one.At
the sametime, we (mostly JasorMeyer) aretransferringour
existingdatabasef approximately60,000records
accumulateaverthelast10 yearsinto the MAPSPROG(©
2000Institutefor Bird Populationsdataentry, validation,
andanalysissoftwareprogram.As soonasthatprodigious
effort is completedwe will beginusingMAPSPROGfor
dataentryandrecordqueryon a daily basis.

The EastMoleraGrassland$tudyis up
andrunningon scheduleresultswill be
reportedin February.The objectiveis to
assess a planned grasslands habitat
restoratiorproject,usingpre-and
post-restoration species counts to
documenthe effectivenes®f therestorationOur searchest
6 sites(30-minutessach,morningandafternoon)youtinely
yield flocks of Golden-crowned&parrows American
GoldfinchesandHouseFinchesn the studyarea.Individual
Blue-GrayGnatcatcherandLoggerheadshrikesalsohave
been observed.

The MonarchButterfly Projectis at full speed
now. SarahHamilton,JasonMeyer,and
AndreaClaassenraveledto Morro Bay on
December1l for a Winter Solsticeday of
trainingwith Cal Poly StateUniversity
ecologistDennisFrey,who specializesn
habitatuse,matingbehavior,andpopulation
dynamicsof overwinteringMonarch
butterflies. The purposeof this training at two
of Dennis'monitoringsitesin SanLuis
ObispoCountywasto "calibrate"butterfly
countingby Sarah JasonandAndrea,usingthe counting
techniquesdoptedoy researcherthroughoutcoastal
California. Dennisalsotrainedour crewto properlyhandle,
tag, andidentify wing wear,sex,andlipid storesof
Monarchsin orderto documenspringmovements,
populationdynamicsandbody condition.

"ConservatiorCoffee", producedoy UncommonGroundsof



Berkeleyfor the benefitof BSOL, nowis on saleat Whole
Foodsin Monterey.Quotingdirectly from the packagdabel,
"By buyingthis coffeeyou aredirectly supporting
conservatiorefforts of the Big Sur OrnithologyLab, a
programof the VentanaWildlife Society."

We endthis month'supdatewith a sadbut hopefulmessage.
Our dearfriendsandcolleaguesJasonScott(BSOL field
assistantandMarylise Lefevre(CondorProgramfield
assistant)werevery badlyinjuredin anautomobilecollision
causedoy adrunkdriver on Highway 1 in MossLandingon
Decembed4. Thegoodnewsis thatJasorandMarylise are
now both out of the hospital,andrestorationof their healthis
progressing@sexpectedWe sendour love andwishesfor
speedyrecoveryeveryday.

BSOL Update, November2001:

Therainy seasorhasbegun
herein Big Sur. Migration
is overandwintering birds
havesettledin. Flocksof
Myrtle Warblersabound,
Hermit Thrushesare
chuckingfrom the goldenthickets,
Ruby-crownedinglets arechatteringfrom
the canopy,andGolden-crownedGparrowsareeverywhere.
Thestudyareaseemgust asbusyandalive asit wasin the
heartof the breedingseasonTherainshaveraisedtheriver
abovethetopsof our rubberboots,forcing usto usethe
cablechairto accesghe netson the otherside.

This monthwe captured639 birds of 37 speciesHighlights
includedcatchingour first everAmericanTree Sparrow
(sinceoperationbeganin 1992),a CassinsVireo (7threcord
this year),Oak Titmouse(6th recordthis year), Western
PalmWarbler(8th recordfor the lab), andWhite-Throated
Sparrow(12threcordfor thelab). The mostabundanspecies
wereMyrtle's WarblersandRuby-crownedinglets, of
which we bandedl55and112,respectivelyFour
Sharp-ShinnetHawksflew into our nets,whichis on par
with ourincreasedbservation®f Sharpiesn pastyearsin
NovemberWe arestill catchingseveralays...anyideas
why? A newthoughtof oursis a possiblerelationshipwith



SuddernOak Death.Also this month,we werepleasantly
surprisedoy the presencef a Black-and-WhitéWarblerand
ayoungmaleRose-breaste@Grosbeakn the studyarea.

The EastMoleraGrassland$Studywill be gearingup again
nextmonthfor anotheroundof areasearchesor the winter
monitoring.Areasearchesrestill beingconductedn the
riparianstudyareato monitor speciesvhich may not
typically be capturedn the nets.

The MonarchButterfly Projectis off the groundand
running.We startedby participatingin the Thanksgiving
MonarchCount,surveyingnumeroussitesalongthe Big Sur
coastfrom Pacific Groveto PacificValley. We counteda
total of 31,200monarchswith the largestroostbeingPacific
Grove'sMonarchGrove SanctuaryWe havesevensitesto
monitorthis winter andhopeto surveyeachsite onceper
week.

In a changingof the guard
this month,Shannon
Farrellfinishedher
internshipanddepartedor
sometravelingadventure.
Meanwhile, Jason Meyer
returnedandwill beinterningwith us
throughoutthe winter months.Jason
workedon the California CondorRecoveryProgramfor
VWS in 1999,andalsoworkedfor BSOL periodicallylast
fall. Jasonwill befilling alot of shoeswhile heis here--
bird banding,areasearchingconductingmonarchbutterfly
estimatesandassistingwvith dataanalysisandmanuscript
writing. Jasorroundsout the restof our crewnicely,
includingour volunteersErin McDonald,Jonathan
CarpenterJohnMetusik,andKatherineAndersonwho all
deserve a special thanks!

"ConservatiorCoffee"shouldbe onthe shelvesy
Christmas.This blendof organic,shade-grownfair-trade
coffeeis producedoy UncommonGroundsof Berkeleyand
will be availableat Whole Foodsin Monterey.A portion of
the proceedswill helpsupportour local conservatiorefforts
alongthe Big SurCentralCoast.

This winter we will bein andout of thelab alot, though
visitors arealwayswelcome!Throughthe winter we will be



bandingtwo daysa week,working aroundtherains,sowe
cannotposta scheduléhere(sorry). For moreinformation
contactSarahHamiltonor JasonScottat (831) 624-12020r
e-mailusat SarahStock@VentanaWs.org

BSOL Update, October 2001

Octoberwasanengagingnonthhereat the Big Sur
OrnithologyLab (BSOL). Most of the neotropicalmigrants
suchasWilson'sWarblers Warbling Vireos, Pacific-Slope
FlycatchersandYellow Warblersdepartedor their
wintering groundsin Mexico, CentralAmerica,or South
America.Meanwhile,manyof thewinter residentssuchas
Hermit ThrushesRuby-crownedinglets, Golden-crowned
SparrowsWhite-crownedSparrows,Townsend'sVarblers,
andYellow-rumpedWarblers(both Myrtle's and Audubon's
subspecieshavesettledin for thewinter. Low in the shrubs
andon the ground,we areseeingforagingflocks of
Golden-crowne@&ndWhite-crownedSparrowsUp in the
canopy,we areseeingmixed-specieforagingflocks
containingcongregation®f Hutton'sVireos, Townsend's
Warblers,Ruby-crownedinglets,andmanyYellow-rumped
Warblerswith Chestnut-backe@hickadeesctingasthe
ringleaders.

BSOL field assistantJasornScott,hasbeen
studyingour color-bandegopulationof
Chestnut-backe@hickadeego learnmore
abouttheir winter foragingandflocking
ecology.Jasorrefersto the Chestnut-backed
Chickadees as "nuclear species" because the
otherspeciesn theflocks appeaito follow
andcongregatavith them,relying on their
keenvigilanceandloud alarmcallsto warnthemof
predatorsAfter two yearsof datacollection,Jasons nearing
completionof his projectwhichis jointly fundedby boththe
MontereyPeninsuldAudubonSocietyandVentanawildlife
Society.

This Octoberwe captureds08 birds of 43
speciesAlthoughdaily capturerateswere
fairly steadythis month,thereweresome
hecticandexcitingmomentsvhenalarge
flock would hit the nets.Someof the more




| | exciting capturesncludeda Philadelphia
Vireo (5th record),Red-shoulderetiawk
(3rd record),Acorn Woodpeckel(6th record),Swamp
Sparrow(13threcord),Black-and-WhitéWarbler (26th
record,1strecordthis year),CedarWaxwing (3rd recordthis
year),and Sharp-ShinnedtHawk (4th recordthis year).Other
notablecapturesncludedfive NashvilleWarblersanda
Yellow-BreastedChat.Notablebirds observedn thearea
werea ProthonotaryWarbler,a White-throatedSparrow,a
Black-throatedsray Warbler,a Clay-coloredSparrow,and
Golden-crownedinglets.

An unusualphenomenothis monthhas
beenthe apparentrruption of jaysinto the
studyarea.This Octoberwe captureceight
WesternScrub-Jaysndtwelve Steller's
Jays,whichis morethanin anyprevious
Octobersince1992.A visitor to thelab
postulatedhatthis jay irruption could be indicativeof an
especiallyharshwinter aheadandthatthejays havemoved
downslopé&o seekshelterandto stashawayfood items.

In additionto our mist nettingefforts, we continueto
conductstandardize@reasearchesBy usingmorethanone
type of censusindechniqguewe canbetterestimatehe
diversityandabundancef birdsusingthe studyarea.
Thoughthe jaysmay be presenin largenumberstheyare
largeandoftenbounceout of our mist netsbeforewe havea
chanceto bandthem.By incorporatingthe areasearchdata,
we obtaina muchmorecompletepictureof the numberof
speciesandindividual birds (e.g.,jays)in the studyarea.

The EastMoleraGrassland$tudyis currentlyin transition
betweerthefall andwinter surveysets.The Grasslands
Projectis a collaborationbetweerBSOL and StateParksto
obtainbaselinedataprior to a habitatrestoratiorproject.
Say'sPhoebeWesternMeadowlarkandLark Sparrowwere
someof the newfall arrivalsto the EastMoleraGrasslands.
In mid-Decemberve will continuethis projectwith awinter
set of searches.

We arecurrentlyworking on someresearctproposalgor
excitingwinter projects.Beginningin mid-Novemberwe
planto beginmonitoringefforts for MonarchButterflies.We
will be monitoringknown overwinteringsites,searchingor
unreportedbverwinteringroostsites,andwing-tagging



individual butterflies.Our goalis to establishalong term
monitoringprogramin orderto betterunderstangopulation
fluctuationsandmovementof MonarchButterfliesthat
overwinteralongthe MontereyCountycoastline We also
planto conductSpottedOwl surveysin the Ventana
WildernessOur objectiveis to determinedreedingdensities
usingmethodswe canreplicatefor long-termmonitoring
purposes.

Meanwhile,backat thelab, we embarkedn a major
refurbishingproject-- painting,installing shelvesputting up
new curtains,andadorningthe walls with bird photographs.
Aroundthe outsideof the lab, we built planterboxesand
planto planta nativeplantinterpretivegarden.Comecheck
outour newface! Visitors arealwayswelcome!We continue
to bandat Andrew Molera StateParkbetween/:00amand
12:00noon,everyday exceptMondaysuntil the 22ndof
November After the 22nd,we will be bandingonly two to
threedaysa week.For moreinformationcontactSarah
Hamilton or JasonScottat (831) 624-1202or e-mailusat
SarahStock@VentanaWs.org

BSOL Update, September2001:

Anotherfantasticfall migrationis uponusandis clearly
reflectedin ourincreasecaptureratesof manymigrant
speciesEarlierin the month,we capturedargenumbersof
migratingneotropicabirds suchasYellow Warblers,
Pacific-slopeFlycatcherandWarbling Vireos. Capturesof
thesespeciegyraduallytaperedff towardthe endof the
monthasthesemigrantscontinuedon their southwardrip.
Anotherindicatorof this migrationperiodis the largefat
storesof manymigrantssuchasSwainson's hrushes.

Along with our first rainstorm,
Septembealsobroughtthe
arrival of a numberof
interestingvagrantsThis
month,capturesncludeda
MagnoliaWarbler(18th
record),a Northern
Waterthrush(13threcord),a Tennessee
Warbler(8th record),AmericanRedstar{7th record),
PaintedBunting (5th record),andcapturedor only the
secondime everat Andrew Molera StatePark,a




Worm-eatingWarbler.Vagrantsobservedn the studyarea
alsoincludea Chestnut-sidedlVarbler,a Rose-breasted
Grosbealkanda Virginia's Warbler.

Severalwintering speciehaverecentlyarrived. Thefirst
capturedatesof thesenewarrivalsincludeLincoln's Sparrow
on Septl6, Ruby-crowneKinglet andPugetSound
White-crownedSparrowon Sept.22, Audubon'sWarbler,
Golden-crownedsparrow,and Fox Sparrowon Sept.28, and
Hermit Thrushon Sept.29. Monthly capturegotaled605
birds of 49 speciesln additionto our mist-nettingefforts
alongthe Big SurRiver we havecontinuedbandingoncea
weekat the CarmelRiver, wherewe aremonitoringbird
populationan a newly restoredloodplain.

BSOL waswithout its coordinator SarahHamilton, this
month.Sarahspentthe monthin Idahocollectingadditional
datafor hermaster'shesis,studyingSaw-whetand
FlammulatedOwls. We werefortunateto haveJasonScott
fill in asthe Interim Coordinatomwith the neededhelp of
River Gates River previouslyworkedwith the PointReyes
Bird Observatoryandhasbeena greatadditionto the BSOL
crew.Her experienceenergy,andhardwork werevery
appreciate@ndessentialvhile Sarahwasaway.

The monthof Septembehasbeenanother
productivemonthfor Jasorandhis
Chestnut-backed Chickadee research. Jason
continuedo follow our color-banded
population,makingimportantforagingand
flock observationsvithin the Big SurRiver
riparianhabitat. This researchs jointly fundedby the
MontereyPeninsuladAudubonSocietyandthe Ventana
Wildlife Society.

Otherexcitingnewsis thatwe havereceivedadditional
fundingto continuethe EastMoleraGrassland®roject.This
collaborativeprojectbetweenCalifornia StateParksand
BSOL beganin the springandsummerandwill now
continuethroughfall andwinter. Thefocusof this work is to
collectyear-roundbaselinedataprior to initiating native
plantrestoratiorefforts.

We havean activeandgrowingvolunteerprogramat BSOL,
which offers volunteerghe opportunityto learnthe different
field techniqgueemployedat BSOL, andto be partof the



variousworkingsof thelab. We'dlike to thankvolunteers
JohnMatusic,KatherineAndersonand"Dee", who have
workedcloselywith usthis month,assistingduringthe busy
migratoryseasonThey havebeena fun andhelpful addition
to the BSOL crew. PleasecontactSarahHamiltonor Jason
Scottat our field office (831-624-1202r
SarahStock@VentanaWs.pifgor moreinformationon how
you cangetinvolved! We areopeneverydayexceptMonday,
andvisitorsarealwayswelcome.

BSOL Update, August 2001.:

August2001hasbeenanotherexcitingmonthhereat the Big
SurOrnithologyLab (BSOL). Anotherbreedingseasorhas
comeandgoneandfall migrationis hereagain!After alull
in captureratesat the beginningof the month,we have
begunto seethefirst signsof fall migration.Birds havebeen
congregatingn mixed-specie$oragingflocks andtherehas
beenanincreasan the amountof fat storesseenon captured
birds asthey preparegor their long journeyssouth.The
secondhalf of Augusthasbroughtaninflux of Yellow
Warblersanda smatteringof otherlong-distancanigrants,
notablya MacGillivray'sWarbler,a Yellow-breastedChat,a
Black-throatedsray Warbler,two Willow Flycatchersanda
NorthernWaterthrush(only the 12thevercapturedat
BSOL). Otherinterestingbirds capturedhis monthincluded
a BeltedKingfisheranda Sharp-shinnetHawk.

Dueto the mixed-specieflocking, capturegendedto be hit
or miss.Capturegangedfrom 12 to 44 birds perday, with
anaverageof 21 birds perday. A total of 577 birdsof 41
differentspeciesverecapturedhis month,for a capturerate
of 23.7birds per100nethours.In comparisonlastyear's
capturedor the monthof Augusttotaled569 birds of 36
speciesfor a capturerateof 18.8birdsper100nethours.

Bandingat the CarmelRiver site continuesandshowssimilar
trendsto the Andrew Molerabandingsite.Birds are
congregatingn mixedspeciedlocks andnumbersof
migrants,suchasYellow Warblers Wilson'sWarblers,
Pacific-slopeFlycatchersandWarbling Vireos, are
Increasing.



We areconductingareasearchest boththe AndrewMolera
andCarmelRiver bandingsites.Theareasearches
supplemenbur bandingefforts, sincenot all bird species
tendto getcaughtin our nets.

JasonScott,BSOL Field Assistantcontinueshis work on
Chestnut-backe@hickadedoragingecology.He s currently
following severalflocks in theripariancorridor of Andrew
Molera StatePark,addressingjuestiongertainingto their
winter foragingandflocking behaviors.

Thespringandsummerareasearche$or the EastMolera
GrasslandProject,a collaborationbetweerBSOL and
California StateParks havebeencompletedandareporthas
beensubmitted.The datacollectedwill be usedto evaluate
native plantrestoratiorefforts for the area.lf additional
fundingcanbe obtainedareasearche# the grasslandsvill
continueduringthefall andwinter.

Along with the changingseasorcomesa changeof internsto
BSOL. InternsMasonAdamsandFrankMayer,havemoved
onto newprojects.Masonhasgoneto Coloradoto pursuehis
interestin environmentajournalismasaninternfor High
CountryNews.Frankis headedo Idahowherehewill first
spenda monthassistingBSOL coordinatorSarahHamilton
with hermasterghesiswork on FlammulatecandNorthern
Saw-whetOwls, beforehawkwatchingat IdahoBird
ObservatoryWe thankthemfor their hardwork andgive a
warmwelcometo our two newinterns,AndreaClaasserand
Shannortfarrell. Andreais from SantaCruz, Californiaand
hasbeenenjoyingtravelsaroundNorth AmericaandSE
Asia. Her previousfieldwork hasprimarily involved nest
searchingf grasslandird speciesShannorfarrell,from
Springfield,New Jerseywasworking on atidal marsh
nest-monitoringprojectat PointReyesBird Observatory
prior to joining usat BSOL.

Septembepromisedo be anexcitingmonthasmore
migrantscontinueto comethrough.As always,visitorsare
welcometo drop by the Lab at Andrew Molera StatePark
anytime. We bandfrom about7 amto nooneveryday
exceptMonday.You cancontactusat (831) 624-1202or at
SarahStock@VentanaWs.org
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