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"~ Ventana Wildlife Soci.eti"is a non-Profitnorgan ' atiqrn dedic
We were successful at the reintroduction of the Bald Eagle
Ho‘pkli_atlon of California Condors.
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Our long-term research and monltorlng programs track key populatlons and habltats to support the continued healt'h -
ofarich dlvers’t.ymf wildlife species.
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- VentanaWildlife Soél..ety s extensive public education programs focus onserving youth.Through fun, hands -on experlences, .
we inspire a lifelong love (F nature and bulld,,'the capac1ty for informed environmental stewardshlp
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Dear Friends,

‘We accomplished a great deal this year and in this report we proudly share with you the work
we’ve done.Thank you all for helping us with our mission of conserving native wildlife and their
habitats. In this report, you will see the outcomes of our programs and member events ranging
from outdoor youth education, California Condor and Bald Eagle conservation, bird monitoring
and shorebird conservation,and more.

Today’ kids are bombarded with information and most of it having nothing to do with actually
being outdoors. Some have coined this “nature deficit disorder”. Our generation and beyond
played outside all the time and we didn’t have handheld computers and the like to distract us
from the fact that we were part of nature.While our mission is focused on conserving native
wildlife and their habitats, we strongly feel that providing meaningful, outdoor youth
opportunities is essential to this mission. For without a focus on the next generation, we
would be spinning our wheels.

The recovery of the California Condor to the wild was once thought to be impossible, but
today many believe not only is it possible, but that we are on the right track to succeed.This
year, we began using a new type of Global Positioning System transmitter that the condors carry
which pinpoints their location every one to two minutes. This new technology has helped us
better understand where condors are feeding and what they are doing throughout the day.

This is critically important because most of the problems we have found that limit condor
populations in the wild have much to

do with where they find food and what

they are feeding upon.

Together in our work with youth
outdoors and hands-on, direct
involvement with wild animal
populations in need, we are preparing
the next generation of environmental
stewards and conserving native wildlife.
On behalf of the board of directors and JANET SHING, CHAIR Kerwy SoREnsoN

BoARD OF DIRECTORS Executive DIRECTOR
staff, we thank our donors, volunteers,

and collaborators for your support. ﬁm @ %—’—'
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ne of the shirts on sale in our Discovery Center provides a condor close-up with
the words “A face only a baby could love”. These words are not entirely true. In 15 years
of our California Condor recovery program, we have developed a definite fondness
for these unique creatures, an attachment fostered by daily tracking, monitoring
nests, maintaining feeding stations, and administering health exams.

Some of the biggest or most unique North American birds have been lost in the last
two centuries, such as the Great Auk, the Carolina Parakeet, and possibly the Ivory-
billed Woodpecker. Down to just 22 individuals in 1982, and removed from the wild
in 1987, the California Condor, our largest soaring land bird, was on the brink of
extinction. Ventana Wildlife Society joined the recovery effort by releasing condors in
central California starting in 1997. The flock has grown to 54 birds (through 2010),
augmented by releases and, for the last few years, nesting of several pairs in the wild.
We are encouraged by the growth, but sustainability of the condor population remains
tenuous without continued intensive management and resolution of threats. We are
determined not to lose the condor. We are committed to ensuring that condors will
continue to soar freely over the Central California Coast.

So if you see a crowd form along a Highway 1 pullout, perhaps condor male 251 is
circling overhead and reminding people of the magnificent sights that used to be, and

could still be. To be sure, a Ventana Wildlife Society biologist will be in that crowd,

telling the story of this bird, and having trouble hiding the passion within. Y
y
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Our Monterey County youth have been busy. They are finding whole new worlds to explore, not from a
video game console, but from a kayak, a tidepool, a whale-watching boat, a quiet redwood grove, a shady
trail, or a crackling campfire. Ventana Wildlife Society’s education programs help bring youth outdoors

and foster a greater appreciation of our natural environment.

We do this in several ways. Natural Science Discovery Camps in the summer provide 8-12 year olds week-

long experiences studying a variety of wildlife and their habitats. Hooray for Habitats, Outrageous Ocean
Odyssey, and Mountains Rock are alternating themes for these innovative camps. Condor Wilderness
Camps are the most innovative of all, providing teens an opportunity to track wild condors with radio
telemetry, place supplemental food at a remote feeding site and assist with a current work project. During
the school year, we offer Natural Science Awareness Programs, weekly classes in the spring or fall that
allow students to experience the wonders of nature over the course of 10 weeks.

This year, we served just over 220 youth, 125 of which joined us free of charge from underserved
communities. We continue to work closely with a network of youth organizations, including the Boys and
Girls Club of Monterey County, Community Partnership for Youth, and the Police Activities League of
Salinas. The Big Sur Land Trust, California Department of Parks and Recreation, the City of Seaside, and
the Bureau of Land Management are among the partners providing land access for programs. Through this
network of youth organizations and agencies, our youth continue their discoveries — discovery of nature
and discovery of themselves as future stewards.

2011 ANNUAL REPORT - April 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011
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The Bald Eagle recovery can be considered one of the most
successful endangered species recovery efforts of our time.
Ventana Wildlife Society is a proud participant in those efforts
through restoring a breeding population in Central California and
continuing to monitor that population.

We released 70 juvenile Bald Eaglesin 1986-2000, and documented
our first nesting pair in 1993. This was the first nesting record
of Bald Eagles in Central California in nearly 60 years. Annual
monitoring since then has demonstrated the impressive growth
of the breeding population. Working with a broad network of
volunteers, co-founder Sal Lucido reported that 31 Bald Eagle
chicks successfully fledged in 2010. This was our highest count
yet, bringing the total number of successful fledges to 197 in
seven Central California counties since 1993.

Because of widespread recovery efforts like ours, the Bald Eagle

was removed from the Endangered Species List in 2007. Ventana
Wildlife Society will continue working with volunteers in the
coming years to monitor and support Bald Eagle nesting in central
California.




n 2010, we completed our 18th year of songbird
monitoring at Andrew Molera State Park along the Big
Sur Coast. Using mist nets, we have captured, banded,
and released tens of thousands of songbirds over the
years, including more than 160 species. Through this
effort, we were able to document population trends
for many riparian species, results that were recently
published in the journal Western Birds. We found that
annual capture rates for two riparian birds, Warbling
Vireo and Yellow Warbler, declined considerably since
1992. Trends for several other riparian species were

stable, at least until we separated data for local breeding
adults and transient migrants. We found that capture rates
for local Swainson’s Thrush and Wilson’s Warbler breeding
populations increased at Andrew Molera State Park. Our
dataset promises to provide additional insight on local
and regional bird population trends, thereby assisting

conservation management efforts.

Our banding lab continued to serve as a learning and
outreach center. In 2010, we hosted 22 school, camp, or
tour groups for banding demonstrations and talks. These
programs reached 374 people, mostly youth. We welcomed
an additional 285 park visitors who dropped by the lab for the
unique opportunity to observe songbirds in the hand. Guests
marveled at the bright yellow of a Western Tanager, the
massive bill of a Black-headed Grosbeak, or the vigor of a tiny
Bushtit. For our visitors, these experiences perhaps fostered

a renewed appreciation of the precious life around them.

2011 ANNUAL REPORT - April 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011
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"When one fugs af o sinﬂ/e Minj in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world"
- John WMuir
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Two non-lead copper rifle bullets flanked by two lead rifle
bullets... the copper bullets have mushroomed out and
retained 98% of their original weight, while the lead bullets
have lost a substantial portion to fragmentation. Even small

fragments of lead can be lethal if swallowed.




V‘ Ve recognize and manage a variety of mortality factors for California Condors, but the greatest of these is lead poisoning. Condors can inadvertently ingest lead, particularly if the animal carcasses

they feed on contain fragments of spent ammunition. Even in the years following the 2008 bill banning the use of lead ammunition within the condor range in California, fragments from lead bullets
and lead shot have been found within the digestive tract of condors. We place supplemental food out for the Big Sur flock and as we’d hoped, they’re finding other foraging spots on their own.
Unfortunately not all new found food sources are lead free.

We trap condors twice per year (photo
on right) to test blood lead levels and
treat birds that have been exposed.
Between April 1, 2010 and March 31,
2011 we tested 27 California Condors,
of which 59% had been exposed to
lead. We found that five suffered from
acute lead poisoning, Thanks to carly
detection and successful treatment,
we did not lose any condors to lead
poisoning during this time in Big Sur.

To better understand sources of lead
and other mortality factors, we are
turning to technology. Our new solar-
powered GPS transmitters can provide

up to two location fixes per minute,

lead - a serious threat for condors ==—

allowing us to trace condor flight paths,
identify feeding areas, and perhaps
associate spatial activity patterns with
threats. These location fixes essentially
fall from the sky. The data are stored
and automatically uploaded when the

condor flies within range of a base
station. In addition to pinpointing
potential sources of lead contamination,
these transmitters will help us identify
locations of other threats, such as high-

risk power lines.
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City of Soledad

By, [0 2010, we completed a one-year study for the City of Soledad determining bird and bat use of two sites planned for wind energy

e, development. We used daytime observations of birds at horizontal and vertical distances, and nocturnal recordings of bat echolocation calls
of these risks will help the city better ensure effective bird protection.

Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area

Sharing the beach with a growing human population, endangered California Least Terns and threatened Western Snowy Plovers have

th partners

limited space for nesting. And even protected nesting areas have dangers. At Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area, Loggerhead

conserving wi

Shrikes and a variety of raptors have been known to depredate substantial numbers of tern and plover chicks. Ventana Wildlife Society helps

protect nesting terns and plovers by trapping and relocating avian predators. In 2010, our biologist monitored shrike and raptor activity in

sensitive nesting areas, targeted individuals threatening terns and plovers, and safely transported 14 predators to suitable habitat elsewhere.

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District

Ventana Wildlife Society has been studying birds on the Carmel River for 15 years. Recent surveys at nine sites along the river, from the
[rvp— ‘m..m_._. Highway 1 Bridge to Carmel Valley Village, have helped Monterey Peninsula Water Management District determine how habitat restoration
[

1?;....1 EE_E efforts along the river have affected bird populations. Continued partnerships with Monterey Peninsula Water Management District and
other local stakeholders, such as Big Sur Land Trust, can contribute to bird conservation on the Carmel River through the development of a

conservation plan and appropriate management activities.

Santa Lucia Conservancy

Annual monitoring of riparian areas and grasslands at Santa Lucia Preserve help identify bird species of conservation concern and evaluate
how management projects might affect local populations. Based on observations in 2010, we recommended a high research and monitoring
priority for Purple Martin and Tricolored Blackbird on the preserve. We also recommended inclusion of Grasshopper Sparrow as a

special status species in the preserve’s revised resource management plan. Our recommendations have prompted expanded research and

COMSIRVANCY  management programs on the preserve, particularly for maintaining grasslands and enhancing Tricolored Blackbird breeding habitat.

Ventana Wildlife Society - www.ventanaws.org



As children, small creatures em//eyy@ fascinate us; as adults, we can frotect
them so as to inspire future children - Les E. Watling
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Wil”lg5 OV@P th@ WOI”[OI isa condor release

auction and is the only event like it in the world. Nowhere else
can you bid on the opportunity to return a California Condor
to the wild. This truly unique event was hosted by Jean and
Tim Weiss at their coast property in Big Sur, California.
They routinely see wild condors fly over the property and
it is located in the heart of the birds’ habitat, which is one of
the reasons why this site was so ideal. The proceeds for this
event are critically important to our efforts of saving condors

in the wild, and we especially wish to thank Jean and Tim

Weiss and the event attendees that made it a huge success.

~ Thank you!

annual vws events ==

Donor Appreciation Reception

Each winter, we take an evening to recognize our many
wonderful members, collaborators, supporters and volunteers.
In January 2011, we honored Bob Riseborough (top) and Dr
Amy Wells (below) with the Frank ] Lichtanski and Volunteer of
the Year Awards, respectively.
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Members and contributors
are essential to our success...

Together we support
the survival of a rich diversity
of wildlife species and habitats.
We are pleased to recognize
and thank the following
supporters who
contributed during the
2011 fiscal year
(Aprll 1, 2010 - March 31, 2011) £gﬂpér_yﬁiﬁ Ci;ﬁg/g
$5,000-$9,999 Shonsor

We are jif'ﬂfﬂfl/i[/ $500-$999

Every gift, at every level,
is so important...please
support our work in
any way you can.

If your name is misspelled,
does not appear on this
donor list, is in an
inappropriate location, or .
if you prefer to be listed Steward
anonymously, please accept $1,000-84,999
our sincere apologies
and let us know.
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Theo Maehr

Piper Magallanes
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Jim McGrew

Shannon McMillan
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Donna Meeker

Maria Mendez

Joy-Ann Mickey

Keelin Miller

Noah Mogan

David Morgan

Jeffrey & Jennifer Morris

Erin Nelson

Karen Neville-Ponko & Todd Ponko

Tinka Niedermier
Julie O’Daniel
James O’Donnell

Robert Olander

Daniel & Catherine Park

Katy & Dan Peterson

James D Quinn
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Elliot Roberts

Lawrence Robertson
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Mark R Wieland, MD

Amy Williams
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Planted originally by her
grandmother, Stella Pellegrin,
Jean Weiss brought these lilies
to her home in Big Sur.
They blossomed just in time for the
Wings Ouver the World event!
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Lisa Fimiani

W Paul Foster

Linda R & John T Friar
Evan & Deborah Golder
Jim & Susan Greene
Khoi Huynh

Phyllis A Jones

Diane Kelsey

Rebecca Koford
Michael & Corrine Laing
David Lewis
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Lisa Myers

Rachelle Onishi
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Linda & Daryl Raby
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Sharon M Russell
Cynthia Staples

Brian Stewart
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Mark E Sutherland
Donna Timlin

Bob Vasconcellos

Rey & Kathleen Villegas
John Wall

Marvin & Karla Wolf
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Lois Yuen

Patricia Zerounian
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Nassrey Bandeck Jr
Big Sur Lodge

Big Sur River Inn
Bistro 211

Robyn Chiyo Boothby
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Carmel Bay Company
Bri Church

Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn
Elyse DeFranco

Ben Dudeck

Johanna Dunlap

Brent Ehrlich

Esalen Institute

Fashion Streaks

Galante Vineyards

Gilroy Gardens Family Theme Park

Hahn Estates

Heller Estates

Geoff Hamilton

Richard Harkins

Katy’s Place

lan Kimbrey

Katie Lannon

Local Color

Sal Lucido

Ivey Lurz

Monterey Bay Kayaks

Monterey Coast Brewing

George Mori

Newman’s Own Organics The
Second Generation

Old Fisherman’s Grotto

Parker-Lusseau Pastries

Rachel Perpignani

Wesley Peterson

Portola Hotel & Spa at Monterey
Bay

Post Ranch Inn

Ann Marie Richer

David Richer

Bob Riseborough

Ristorante Avanti

Toby & Linda Rowland-Jones

Robert Talbott Vineyard

Eric Ross

Lance Rossi

Janet Rossi

Safeway, Carmel

Safeway, Del Rey Oaks

Safeway, Pacific Grove

Sandbar & Girill

Scheid Vineyards

Ronald & Diane Scholl

Frank & Barbara Strehlitz

Sunridge Farms/Falcon Trading
Co, Inc

Target

The Steinbeck House

Uncommon Cafe Distributions
Ventana Inn & Spa
Whole Foods Market

Ali Barratt

Virdette Brumm

Marcia Griesser

Dr. Given Harper

Noah & Zach Harris
Brendan & Ciaran Hoffman
Judy Huynh

The Kurle Family

AJ Luesebrink

Sharon Mclliwaine & family
Rowan Melton

Ken & Jean Meyrose
Nick Murachanian

Alena Porte

Janet Shing

Kelly Sorenson

John Steck

Frank & Barbara Strehlitz
Doris Triebe

Kelly Wells

Graci Wolf

Barbara Culin

Cecile Ramsey

Ernst Ewoldsen
Francisca Hartman-Kok
John Francis Lino
Savannah Lynn McCann
Mutti

John and Phyllis Richer
Christopher Robrecht
Clarence Sherwood
Barney Van Dyk

Marion & George Webster
Yahzee

Big Sur Land Trust

Boys & Girls Club of Monterey County
Bureau of Land Management
California State Parks

City of Seaside Parks & Recreation

City of Soledad

Community Partnership for Youth

Department of Fish & Game

Los Angeles Zoo

Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District

National Park Service

Oakland Zoo

Peregrine Fund

Salinas Police Activities League

Santa Barbara Zoo

Santa Lucia Conservancy

University of California Davis

University of California Santa Cruz

USDA Forest Service

US Fish & Wildlife Service

US Geological Survey

Zoological Society of San Diego

We wish to extend much appreciation to

those who have remembered Ventana

Wildlife Society through bequests or by

naming VWS as a beneficiary in a life
insurance policy or IRA:

Barbara Baldock & Phillip N Butler
Virdette L Brumm, PhD &

Robertson Parkman, PhD
Sandy Decker & Karen Mortillaro
Howard Elliott
Carla & David Garnham
Jeanne Holmquist
Sheri Howe
Sal & Ada Lucido
Mark Rush
Janet Shing
Jerry & Cheryl Stidham
Frank & Barbara Strehlitz
~ If you would like to speak to someone
about ways you can make a gift or
to let us know that you have already
designated VWS in your estate, use the
enclosed envelope, go to our website
www.ventanaws.org, or contact Kelly
Sorenson at 831-455-9514.

Many companies have matching gift
programs through which they will

“match” the charitable contributions
made by their employees/retirees,
making your gift go even further.
Check with your company’s Human
Resources office to see if they offer gift
matching. Many VWS members take
advantage of this opportunity through
their employers; below is a list of these
companies:

Bank of America

BD

Chevron Corporation

Google

Hewlett-Packard

IBM Corporation

Johnson & Johnson

Lexis Nexis

Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Palm Foundation

Piper Jaffray Charitable Giving
Campaign

Power Integrations, Inc

REI

Wells Fargo

Adopt-A-Condor
Become a member
Check or money order
Donate to Ventana Wildlife Society
Fund a student to attend
Natural Science
Awareness Programs
Online by credit card
Planned bequest
Research your company’s
Matched Giving Program
Recurring gift
Recycle this report to a friend
Sign up for a Condor Tour
Subscribe to VWS e-newsletter
Tell a family member
Visit our Discovery Center
Volunteer
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The success of Ventana Wildlife Society depends on the strong
support of our members and contributors. We invite you to join
us today by visiting our secure website at www.ventanaws.org

or call us at 831-455-9514. Members receive e-newsletters,
recognition in our Annual Report, @nd the knowledge that
together we can help ensure a healthy future for the California
Condor and other wildlife species ;Nhile inspiring youth.




